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President Demirel Interviewed About Major Issues 


TURKISH DAILY NEWS 


NCO0505183495 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 2 May 95 pp A4-AS 


[Part one of a two-part “exclusive interview" with 
President Suleyman Demirel by Unur Cevik, Rasit 
Gurdilek, Semih D. Idiz, Nazlan Ertan, and Hayri Birier 
in Ankara on | May] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] [TDN] Do the recent criticisms 
leveled at you tax your neutrality? 


[Demirel] No. Because I have done nothing that can 
be seen as a breach of neutrality. Over the past two 
years, | have acted with extreme care. | embraced all 
the major probicins of the country. Terrorism comes 
top of the major issues, then there is foreign policy, 
the economy and defense. I embraced all these issues. 
I did not remain indifferent to any issue. But | also 
took care not to go beyond the limits of my powers and 
responsibilities. In our system, the presidency is a very 
interesting institution. There are also oti;er institutions 
in this system and care was shown to prevent friction 
between the presidency and other institutions, but at the 
same time to ensure that the presidency can execute 
the functions falling under its responsibility. This, of 
course, doesn’t mean that one cannot criticize something 
which I say I have done correctly. But over the past 
two years, there hasn't been such a criticism. Now, 
there is this kind of a habit in our media: How can 
we harmonize the presidency and the government, or, 
how can we provoke a row between the two? That is. 
instead of basing the arguments or criticisms on facts, 
there are efforts to create friction by reporting “he said 
this” and “she said that". Of course there can. It happens 
everywhere in the world. And in many places, this is 
inevitable. That is it is in the nature of things, you cannot 
separate the two with bold lines. But God is my witness, 
I have tried my best not to hamper the government in 
its work. No one can say I have disrupted or blocked 
their business. I have always taken care not to disrupt 
the workings of the state. From time to time, I have 
had objections and they have been debated. Either they 
have made corrections accordingly, or I have said “all 
right.” What I mean is the head of the state is a part of 
the executive power. The constitution says the executive 
is made up of the present and the council of ministers 
and then it goes on to give extremely important task to 
the president. In such a system if the president subjects 
his powers and prerogatives to a personal interpretation, 
if the government subjects its powers and prerogatives 
to its own interpretation, it will always lead to friction. 
And, of course, there is the matter of personal styles. 
I exercise my own style here. But what saddens me is 
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that people have given different meanings to my words 
and the media has actually been eager to give different 
tilts to my remarks. 


And another habit is this: The late (Turgut) Ozal would 
do this or wouldn't do this. Demirel, on the other hand, 
is doing things this way or not doing them. 


[TDN] Are you irritated by comparisons with Ozal? 


[Demirel] No, they have never irritated me. It is just 
that, when Cankaya (i.e. the presidency, referred to by 
the district where the presidential palace is located) gets 
stuck between the comparisons with Ozal and friction 
with (Prime Minister) Tansu Ciller, some very important 
things done here get lost. 


[TDN] The main opposition (Motherland) party, until 
recently was praising you as a neutral president. Other 
opposition parties were also full of praise for you. But at 
the end of a trial (of two former public works ministers 
from ANAP [Motherland Party] who were acquitted) 
ANAP suddenly began attacking you. What do you 
thing of this? 


{[Demirel] I have explained this many times. If there is 
a traffic accident, it is not necessarily because of you 
Someone else can also smash into you and break your 
arm or leg. When I started my round of discussions with 
the party leaders, I started with (ANAP leader) Mesut 
Yilmaz. We discussed the problems of the country, 
and towards the end, after observing that certain state 
institutions were subjected to an erosion of prestige and 
noting the criticisms directed against the parliament, he 
dwelled on the situation that arose after the supreme 
court acquittals. Of course, when saying this, he said 
they did not have any complaints about the functions | 
am currently rendering (as the president), that they had 
said on numerous past occasions that they were satisfied 
that | was doing my job in a neutral way and that they 
still had the same view. And I asked him if he had any 
complaints about my work and said “If so, let me know, 
so that as a civilized person I can correct it.” "No, but 
when we were about to enter the 199! general elections 
you leveled heavy accusations against us and we were 
defeated because of that.” 


|Demirel] Now, four years have passed since the 1991 
elections. I said something before the elections and | 
thought he had replied at that time. Or maybe it has 
taken Yilmaz four years to reply to what | said at the 
time. 


What I believe is this. Nations do not live in the past. 
They live in the present and the future. If you want to 
bring something to the attention of the Turkish public 
by replying now to what | said four years ago, go 
ahead and do it. But I have to answer these with my 
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present identity. But I believe that if you open a closed 
book once again, it will be difficult for me to reply to 
that. Why? Because I do not want to cause harm to 
the position I am occupying. But if you see a political 
benefit in destroying this post, do it. In other words, if 
you want to destroy the institution of presidency of the 
Turkish Republic, you are free to do it. But the public 
conscience will not allow that. On the one hand you 
complain about the destruction of political institutions 
in Turkey, and on the other hand you yourself are 
attempting to destroy a post that I occupy and to which 
you previously said that you had no objections. If you 
attempt to destroy this institution because I am sitting 
here, then I have a right to defend myself. I have always 
thought that a political party has to seek solutions to 
the problems of the people in this country. What do the 
people care about polemics of four years ago. Today, 
we have a new country and this new country has new 
problems. If the things I had said about Ozal warrant an 
answer now, one should look and see when these things 
were said. For the past two years (after Ozal's death) I 
haven't said anything. If these words had been said four 
years ago, then why didn’t you care to give a reply at 
the time. Where have you been? 


Let me say this to Mesut Yilmaz. I was close to Ozal 
much more than you or your friends ever were. If you 
ask, "What, then, are all these words for?” I can only 
say there is a background for them. What I mean to say 
is there is neither a need for or benefit from digging up 
these again. 


[TDN] But ANAP will reportedly launch a debate on 
your term of office. Are you prepared for this? 


[Demirel] It is not me who determines my term of office. 
The term of duty for the president is determined by 
the Constitution. Moreover, we have precedent. When 
Cemal Gursel (Turkey's fourth president) died, Cevdet 
Sunay was elected and completed his term of seven 
years. The president has a certain status. If you consider 
the position of a municipality mayor, in this case, the 
one elected compietes the remaining term of office of 
his deceased predecessor. But a president has a different 


Status altogether. 


As far as | am concerned, there is nothing to discuss 
about my term. I am not interested in this debate, simply 
because it was not | who determined the president's 
status. It is determined by the Constitution. Orhan 
Aldikacti (one of the jurists who penned the 1982 
Constitution) also said that the term was seven years. 
I think all of this is simply an effort to find material 
for political controversy. If anyone has anything to say 
about the way I execute my duties, let them speak—I am 
open to this. But I do not want to deal with subjective 
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criteria. Everyone has their own way, and I do things my 
way. It is wrong to say that if someone else had been the 
president he would have acted differently. One should 
evaluate each president on his own merit. It would do 
no good, whatsoever, to mislead the public everyday. It 
is misinformation. 

I do my duty and I| believe I do it well. | do it ina 
democratic way. Moreover, I take a close interest in 
each and every issue in Turkey. All these files in front of 
me now are an inventory of what is going on in Turkey, 
with particular emphasis on security and terrorism. 


This file contains everything I do, everything that the 
government does, everything that goes through the 
Parliament. 

This file contains details of the anarchic events in 
Turkey: 3,076 of our soldiers have been martyred. There 
have been 3,614 civilian deaths and 7,389 terrorists have 
died. 

[Demirel] Here are the figures for Operation Steel. Sixty 
one soldiers have been killed, 185 wounded and 555 
terrorists have died. Let me finish what I have to say: 
I have no grudge, no ill feelings toward anyone. I have 
not started a battle with anyone. I do not understand why 
anyone would seck to declare war on the Presidential 
Palace, after the decision of the Constitutional Court. It 
was not me who filed a case against the two deputies— 
it was the Parliament. The case was opened as a 
consequence of a motion submitted to the Parliament. 
The case was submitted to the High Court with 245 
votes—the motion, the negotiations and who voted for 
what are all in the open. This is no more than an 
execution of Parliament's right and duty of supervision. 
There ts no point in cursing me. I do not believe bitter 
words will lead anywhere. I can respond, but I cannot 
respond now, when | am the president of the republic. | 
would have answered them in the past, or perhaps not, 
as | wanted. But now that I am in this post, | cannot 
let this position be insulted. Then what would happen? 
The (accusations) would be taken up at the legal level. 


But, basically, | do not have any problems with the 
Motherland leader nor with the party members. I am 
very unhappy that such a case is seen. General Omar 
Bradley, asked to comment on McArthur’s desire to 
declare war on China, was requested by a U.S. Senate 
committee to say whether McArthur's decision was the 
right one. Bradley replied: “Wrong war, wrong time, 
wrong place and wrong enemy.” All wrong. 


If one has to express enmity toward me for remarks 
made four years ago, it is impossible for me to under- 
stand such timing. But | am the head of the state— 
patient, cool-minded and I do not think of anything ex- 
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cept the interests of my country. There is a great deal 
of difference between self-protection and protecting the 
dignity of your post. | have no intention of getting in- 
volved in a fight, because dragging me into a fight would 
not benefit my country. 


[TDN] In our previous interview four months ago, you 
said the system vas functioning. But there is the wide: 
spread feeling that Demirel is saying this so that the 
people will not start looking for solutions outside the 
democratic system. There is a certain erosion of popu- 
larity afflicting the parliament: Deputies do not attend 
sessions; there is a pile of bills awaiting legislation; 
there is no harmony in the coalition government and 
serious disagreements within the partners themselves: 
the justice system is functioning slowly. In short, there 
is the image that the system is clogged. Do you also see 
that? If so, what do you think is needed to get over it? 
Do you think it is necessary to further efforts for carly 
elections? 


[Demirel] This system is a system of institutions. It is 
also a system of rules and concepts. Therefore, if you do 
not look at them collectively, it would be like looking 
at only one facet of a prism. All the institutions of the 
systems continue to be where they were. The parliament, 
elected with the free will of the people, is still open. The 
fact that it is open has importance beyond everything. 
So there is a free rostrum. This is the cornerstone of 
all freedoms. This country has independent courts. | 
will personally follow it up if anyone can say that a 
judge betrayed justice because of political pressures or 
blackmail. To be able to make such a big claim, ts 
for me, a source of great happiness. The press of this 
country is also free. There are 15,016 main television 
stations, 300-to-400 local channels and there are over 
1,000 radio stations, allowing everyone to say whatever 
comes to mind. 


Conscience is also free in this country. That is, there is 
the freedom of faith, or freedom of conscience. There 
are certain frictions from our historical background, but 
these are not problems which have cropped up today 


Finally, there are 15 million children going to school in 
this country. New hospitals are being opened everyday. 
Let me say this right now: If any of the citizens of this 
country can come out and say “they did not treat me 
at this hospital because I have no money,” it will be a 
duty for me to follow his case. | will have action taken 
against those who did not treat him and make sure that 
he is treated. 


There is a president in this country, elected by a par- 
liament exercising its free will. There is a government 
which has obtained a vote of confidence from this par- 
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liament. The streets are free, the city squares are tree: 
there is the freedom of demonstration 


[Demirel] All right. the state should function better 
Granted, the existence of these is all very good, but 
there is a need for the state to function better 


In this country, there ts peace everywhere cxcept in 
its Southeast, and this is not a peace enforced with 
an iron fist. | think one should recognize the value of 
these things. And when I say the state should function 
better, | mean the state should not be the object of 
corruption charges, it should be transparent and 1 should 
not be stuffy. That's why I say the state is in need of 
thorough reform, and this need cannot be satisfied by 
reforming it once. This should be done continuously. 
The justice system should function better. National 
education should be better 


There is a host of other problems. But these problems 
should not lead to giving up the (democratic) system. 
Because, if you give it up, you have nothing to substitute 
for it. That's why you need to improve the state. You 
have to improve democracy and its institutions as well 
You have to make sure that they are working better 


[TDN] How can this be done? What is your prescnp- 
tion? 


[Demirel] If there 1s no public reaction in Turkey, then 
there is no way of getting the system to function. It 
will also not do if the public leaves everything to the 
state and plunges into depression when its expectations 
are not met. We need a country where the citizens are 
vocal. Our people are vocal and as long as they debate 
the issues they will find a way out. | have commusssoned 
our people at the presidential palace to prepare a proyect 
on how the state can function better, We arc looking 
into what should be done to help the state function in 
a better way. | hope the studies of this project will be 


completed by September and we will present ut to the 
Parliament and then to the public 


Then we should turn to the issue of elections. If more 
and more people are dissatished. if some people feel 
pessimistic, then the only thing to do 1s once again to 
apply to the people to show their will on who should run 
the country. Since 1946 elections have been held every 
four years or even earlier, Since the 1982 Constitution 
came into effect, elections should have been held every 
five years, but again the past two elections took place 
very four years. In our country the peorle are very 
dynamic. Conditions change very rapidly in Turkey 
After a while the composition of the Parliament and the 


composition of the people change. What | mean to say 1s 
that after a while the expectations and preferences of the 
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people change and are not reflected in the composition 
of the Parliament. 


Five parties won seats in the Parliament in the 1991 
elections aad yet today there are i! to 12 parties 
represented there. So who will decide when the elections 
will be held? Of course the decision lies with the 
been elected for a five-year term and thus they have 
to remain in office for this duration. If Parliament had 
insisted on this, we would never have had the 1978 
and 1991 elections. Whenever politicians understand the 
wishes of the people they will go back to them and ask 
for a new verdict. The people are the supreme power 
who run the country while the parliamentarians, who 
are their deputies, only govern the count y on behalf of 
the people. 


If you ask me if elections are needed or not today, | 
will tell you frankly that even if governments intend 
to go to elections they do not announce it prematurely. 
When can the government hold elections? In the fall of 
this year. So if they announced it now everything in the 
country would come to a standstill for six months. 


But I feel they (the government) will see that there is 
dissatisfaction in the country and act accordingly. If you 
ask me, | feel five years is a long time for a Parliament 
to stay in office. I feel a Constitutional change is needed 
to reduce the term of the Parliament to four years. This 
is what I say now, but if you ask me if I can force early 
elections, the answer is no | cannot. | cannot do it now. 
All I can do is to draw the attention of the public to 


such a necessity. 

[TDN] You are always meeting people. Are the people 
satisfied by the current way the country is being run? 
{Demirel} Do not turn me into a witness for the people. 
1 do not want to be a party to all this... 

[TDN] If the people running a country are unaware that 
the people are unhappy and dissatisfied then what would 
haypen? 

[Demirel] That is hard to understand. | cannot imagine 
a country where the people running it are unaware of 
the mood of the people. 

[TDN] Have you advised the pri - 

this issue? Or do you plan to do so in the near future? 
[Demirel] I have told the prime minister ail the things | 
have told you today. As a matter of fact, | have told her 
these things several times. But let me stress here that 
governments do not announce their intentions to hold 
elections even if they plan to call them. 


(TDN] Today Turkey is being isolated from Europe and 
the West in general because of what many in the world 
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call the “Kurdish issue,” which we in Turkey know has a 
terrorist aspect to it. It is not just with the West but also 
relations with other countries, be they Russia, Bulgaria, 
Romania, Armenia, and even Iraq, Syria, and Iran, that 
become problematic from time to time because of this 
issue. What are your thoughts on this? 

[Demirel] In fact Turkey is having difficulties explain- 
ing itself. The problem stems from the fact that Turkey 
today 1s faced with terrorism. There must be terrorism 
for us to incur the losses that we have as a result of this 
problem: 3,076 security personnel have died and 3,614 
citizens have been killed. In other words, there are 6,690 
people who have been killed in Turkey. 

This is a situation that is being played out in the 
mountains of southeast Anatolia and which is being 
reflected as acts of sabotage in the bigger cities. 

At the moment there are these people in the mountains 
and their aim is to achieve this. (Here Demirel produces 
a map from a Western magazine which shows “Kur- 
distan” and which includes large parts of southeastern 
Anatolia) There is nothing that can be misunderstood 
about this. 

So what is Turkey going to do? Is it going to say “Well 
go ahead. Let this part of Turkey be yours”? “You can 
also take this from Iraq, Iran and Syria and establish a 
Kurdish state.” Can Turkey consent to this? 


Twenty-five or 26 states came out of the hide of the 
Ottoman state. Two, however, did not come out: One 
a Kurdish state and one an Armenian state. So what 
Turkey is confronting now in the international sphere is 
a demand to establish these two states. | personally do 
not see everyone as our enemy. | am no* operating on 
the basis of such an assumption. But there is a very fine 
pomt and | must explain that to you. 


Turkey is faced with the problem of terrorism. This 
wr andere thee on A, a mal orellp-or Tome 


ae Language rights? No. A 














FBIS-WEU-95-091-S 
Ii May 1995 


and such is saying this,” and “such and such ts saying 
that,” well, they can say what they like. But just because 
they say it, it does not mean Turkey will give up being 
a unitary state. Turkey will not give up protecting its 
borders. Turkey will not give up protecting its people. 
Turkey will not give up protecting its land. The short 
of it all is that Turkey, as the inheritor of the states on 
this land for 1,000 years, in other words, the Selcuk and 
Ottoman states, has made this land its homeland and it 
is responsible for its protection. 


the Kerdh matter” This is whore the fine, point of 


people are subject to the oppression of the Turkish 
state. It is the struggle for the rights of these oppressed 
” This is what is being said. But this is where 


who do not understand this are not aware of is that in 
these lands, which stretch from one end to the other, in 
other words these 2,200 kilometers—this rectangle, this 
mare's head, this beautiful country called Anatolis—the 
owners of these lands are the citizens of the Republic 
of Turkey who live in this country with equal mghts and 
who consider themselves loyal to the Turkish state. 
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Neo one ts provided any privileges because of ethnicity 
or belief. If these privileges were given, then those 
who are the majority in Turkey today would end up 
becoming a minority. But there are no minorities in 
Turkey. Under the Treaty of Lausanne which established 
this state, everyone except non-Muslims are owners of 
these lands. 


And finally, if these people have any problems it is not 
a situation where they cannot express these problems, 
because there is a Parliament and everyone can elect 
who they want to this Parliament. And among the 450 
members of this Parliament there are 100 people who 
can say that they are of Kurdish origin. These people are 
not the hostages of the state. Now, after all this there 
is the question of Europe. The latest resolutions from 
the European Parliament and the Council of Europe are 
interesting. 


What does the Council of Europe want? Look at what 
it wants. It says: “The Assembly is deeply concerned 
about human rights violations in Turkey, notably in the 
southeast of the country following armed conflict be- 
tween central government forces and Kurdish national- 
1sts.” 


In other words in the Southeast “Kurdish nationalists,” 
ie. the PKK, and the “central government forces” are 
in a state of war. So what is Turkey going to do in the 
face of all this? For one thing Turkey is going to remain 
cold-blooded. Of course, Turkey is not going to say, “If 
you do not want Turkey to sit with you and share your 
values then we will break off from you. We will isolate 
ourselves.” 


Naturally Turkey will express the pain and suffering 
it feels from all this. It will try and explain that it is 
right. Let me also say this as the head of state: Turkey's 
existence 1s neither indexed to the European Union nor 
to the Council of Europe. If Turkey does not take its 
place within the European Union or within the Council 
of Europe it will still be Turkey. But I have said this very 
openly and | say it again: It is out of the question for 
Turkey to get angry and pull out of these organizations. 


[TDN] Do vou agree with the decision of the Turkish 
deputies to pull out of the Council of Europe's Parlia- 
mentary Assembly in protest over its recent resolution 
giving Turkey two months to correct its human rights 
image with particular reference to the Kurdish problem. 


{Demirel} They have not pulled out. This is a matter 
of tactics. Of course there are those who say they 
should have stayed on and struggled in order to expiain 
Turkey's position, who say that you cannot maintain 
a struggle with empty seats. But theirs is a tactical 
move that was taken within the context of a specific 
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development. There is also the Turkish saying “He is 
willing to accept whatever is done to him, he is willing 
to accept any condition imposed.” In other words, giving 
the impression that “they are willing to accept whatever 
is done to them.” So theirs was a tactical move. 


call it “a state of necessity” or “self-preservation.” Now 
Turkey has drawn this line (Demirel points to a line 
within northern Iraq and running parallel to the Turkish 
border. It destroyed the bases in this arca, and there were 
those who were killed and those who were captured. 
There were those who escaped beicre the operation 
because there was some movement and they suspected 
something was in progress. 

Nevertheless an estimated 555 people were killed. seven 
were wounded and six gave themselves up. Note, that 
(im general) they do not give themselves up. In faci the 
these. 


Now everyone has started at once. Get out, get oul, get 
out, they are saying. Turkey is pulling out. It has pulled 
Out to a great extent anyway. The operation has met its 
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objective. But what will happen after Turkey pulls out’ 
If that, these places will fill up again. 


What will happen if they fill up again? Turkey cannot 
say, “Let them come this time, we will not vouch them 
because if we do then the whole world will raise the 
alarm. Let them come and attack our villages, our 


security posts.” So whatever is necessary will be done 
then. 


What 1s a border arrangement? A border arrangement 1s 
not a matter that concerns today. But the problem here 
is that fact that this border is wrong. This is a border that 
was drawn up according to oil. In other words, where 
the oil ends is where this Turkish border begins. It 1s 
geologists who have drawn up this border. 


You know the story. In fact, the province of Mosul was 
not left to Iraq at Lausanne. At that stage the province 
of Mosul still belonged to Turkey. To be precise, it was 
left for a plebiscite to decide. Then there were those 
uprisings and so on in Turkey and in 1926 Mosul was 
left to where it is today (Iraq). In 1924 these lands were 
still within the borders of the National Pact (The borders 
of Turkey as defined by the Ankara government at the 
time of the War of Liberation). In other words when the 
Ottomans put down thei arms (at the end of World War 
One) Mosul was still in Ottoman hands. Today Mosul 
and Karkuk and northern Iraq as whole 1s a mayor sore 
for Turkey. This is mot just the case for Turkey. This 
matter of northern Iraq was created by the Gulf War. 
In other words, the world ejected Iraq from Kuwait but 
created an even greater problem in doing so. So this 1s 
a sore not just for Turkey but the whole region. 


To cut the matter short, while Turkey is defending 


borders, its lands. its people. they (Europeans) are trying 
to wsolate Turkey and this is where the mustake lies. 


[TDN] Now there is a problem that confronts us. The | 2 
million Kurds who live in Turkey are seen as a separate 
entity by the outside world. A separate entity, even if 
the members of this entity are Turkish citizens. Now are 
we, as Turkey, saying that we have given these citizens 
of ours all that we can, or can some new rights be given” 


[Demurel| As long as this bloodshed continues there 1s 
not much that Turkey can do. Let us assume something 
has te be done and that this 1s possible. Of course this ts 
open ' debate. Then those who are shedding blood will 
say, “We achieved this.” It is not possible to stop them 
because they are not after rights or after overcoming 
nationalists. In this case it would be a sign of weakness 
(for Turkey to appear to be conceding to terrorism). It 
will mean giving a premium to those shedding blood. 
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Regional Cooperation and the EU 

Now, | want to say this about the foreign policy issues 
before Turkey: One is Turkey's participation in regional 
cooperation org: mizations. One of them is the European 
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And what will Turkey gain from the customs union 


membership’? Will i have some problems’ Yes, it will 
But will also have some advantazes. 


if Turkey cannot enter the customs union, this will cre- 
ate a resentment in Turkey against the West. Further- 
more it will help strengthen the PKK (the outiawed Kur- 
distan Workers’ Party) and allow it to boast that « can 
hurt Turkey's ties with other countries. lt will also play 
imto the hands of those who are against Turkey's enter- 
ing the EU. 


It will not be easy to erase this resentment. This will be 
the opportunity those who want to sever Turkey from 
Europe have always been secking Our European fnends 
would give us up and opt for whom’ 


Turkey has a strategic location as a bridge which cannot 
be overlooked. And before that, the country itself 1s wm- 
portant as a large, democratic, secular country which has 
adopted the values of Europe With a republican history 
of 72 years, the West-onented reforms introduced by its 
founder, Kemal Ataturk, are now deep rooted among the 
masses. Now Turkey has over half a million teachers 
who are all attached to the legacy of Ataturk. It 1s 90 
longer possible to eradicate thes legacy m Turkey with 
its populous ranks of intellectuals umbued with Ataturk. 
ism. Yes, Turkey 1s now the gateway to Central Asia, to 
Caucasus, to the Balkans, to Russia. to the Middle East. 
Well, don’t the people going there know the way’ Can't 
they go by themselves’ They surely can. But Turkey 1s 
a stepping stone. And the first to sce this property of 
Turkey are the Japanese. If the Japanese invest some- 
where and when domg so they don't mind some minor 
problems. then you that that place 1s important. 
Turkey has also an expenenced class of 

And finally, the rule of law prevails bere. If you add all 
these together, you arrive at the eco-strategic location of 
the country which already has an important geo- strate gic 
location. This eco-strategy is very important as a con- 
cept. Turkish entrepreneurs have already gone beyond 
We have come across many Turkish businessmen, con- 
tractors even in Latin America. 


Now, Europe should not give up a country like this 
This would not be in its own interests. 

More than half of Turkey's foreign trade is already 
with Europe. Europe should not allow itself to be 
swayed by anti- Turkish activities. There 1s anti- Turkish 
opposition. Because Turkey has, after all, come from a 
from history. 

Europe 1s not a mere geographic definition. Europe 1s 
more a definition of values. Now, there is no pot in 
excluding a Turkey which has embraced these values. is 
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or dismemberment, Turkey will not accept that 





Another regional grouping important for Turkey 1 the 
Black Sea Economic Cooperation organization | aftach 
great importance to thes. This will turn the Black Sea 
imto a lake of peace. This will reactivate the historical 


trade routes to Asia. The trade routes now severed 
for political reasons will regain vitality. Russia is very 
important for us. We don't want our relations with 
Russia to come to harm. The Chechnya sffaw and 
Turkey's relations with the Central Asian republics 
should nox cause a chill in the relations with Russia The 
attempts to settle the Chechnya problem with repression. 
with force, with bloodshed are utterly wrong | sand 
this way sent to Russian 


But we have historical ties © Central Asia and these 
should not irritate anyoac. We are not instigating any- 
one in Central Asia to do anything. On the contrary. we 
advise them to get along well with Russia 


The explonation of the dormant mineral resources in 
Central Asia will infuse wealth to the region. And if 
Turkey can contribute to this in any way, thrs will mean 
helping these countries to mse up on thew own feet. 


In Russia, people should support the fnendship between 
their country and Turkey. In my belief, both Turkey 
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Thes would disturb Turkey extremely. 


And any such aftempts to destabilize Turkey will not be 
m sts best mterests. 

Coming back to the Black Sea Economic Cooperation 
of the agreement in June 1992. The preparatory stage 
is now complete. We start the second phase, with the 
second summut to be held in Romania. 


I attach importance to the summit. Everybody has a 
stake m 10- || states staying together and collectively 
Turkey will continue im the vanguard of thes search. 
ECO 


There are now 10 member cates in the Economic 
Cooperation (ECO). The summut meeting 
(mm Karachi) on March 13 was extremely encouraging. 
This s a new world with 300 million people. Turkey 
should lend its weight both to the Black Sea Economic 
Cooperation organization and this BECO. ECO is a new 
and growing project. Seven new states have jomed 
Turkey. Iran and Pakistan, the traditional members. 
Many of the newcomers are just evolving into states. 
There are great benefits for them from the cooperation. 
There 1s a great potential in the Central Asian countnes. 


Central Asia should reach the sea. it will have access to 
the sea either via Pakistan, Iran or Turkey. The Pakistan 
route 1s meviiable 


But the opening of the other route (over Iran) might 
block the Turkish route to the sea or vastly reduce its 
significance And Iran 1s already engaged in a tng effort 
to provede the sea link to Central Asia over its own 


termtory 

That's why the resolution of the Azcrbaian-Armena 
conflict 1s so important for Turkey. If the conflict is 
resclved, Turkey can casily reach out from its castern 
boundary to Baku, and from there to Krasnovodsk 


And then it will be casser for the Central Assan countries 
to take thew goods to the Black Sea and Mediterrancan 
ports of Turkey rather than taking them to the Indian 
Ocean through Pakrstan or to the Persiae Gulf through 
Iran 


And, im fact, thes Silk Road will reemerge, extending 


from Beyimng to London. Turkey should complete the 
massing stretch of rasiroad around Lake Van. 


But Turkey's policies towards these Central Asian states 
are not motivated by calculahons of matenal benefits. 
What « secks is the ability of these states to stand on 
thes own feet. to develop thew economes 
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Now kx, st: th Swf crises has caused (for Turkey). 
They cannot :»sse furkey enough We cooperated like 


Iran says it does not want to create any obstacles, and 1s 
not barring the way. But. on the other hand, the trucks 
cannot pass through Sull, we cannot afford to hurt Iran 


Turkey cannot lift such a load Now, who guarantees 
that these (Western powers) will not go to Iraq (for 
— 
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These countnes are our neighbors and Turkey should 
avosd as far as possible any hostility with its neighbors 
wader thes influence of that. They provoke you in that 
direction, and a may so happen thal tomorrow you sec 
here. Turkey should play its own political game. 

In these matters there 1s an excellent dialogue between 
And | am particularly interested in Turkey's foreign 
relations. 

Therefore | am saying thes with full emphasis: Turkey 
should take a stronger position 9 this ECO. And ut 
should come to a stronger positon im the Black Sea 


Economs Cooperation organizaion. We should be a 
bit more energetic, 


We have to by much more active. | say thes for Turkish 
foreign policy m general. We have to be more active 


everywhere. And. of course, Turkish foreign policy 
should be parucularly acuve m Eurasia. 


Diverse Foreign Policy Vectors for Turkey 


I give you three fields on which to focus your attention 
ron. the Economic 


in Turkey's foreign policy dealings with the West. And 
there 1s a fourth area, namely, this Middle East Peace 


has to make ts peace with the world without further 
delay and establish its internal peace as well. But | 
do not think this can happen before the neat US. 
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friend for Turkey. US.- Turkish relations are 
value for both countnes. 


We Want a Ring of Friendly Neighbors 


We have told Greece come, let's sign an agreement of 
fnendship and good neighborly ues © But they have not 
responded. 


We have also warned Greece against trying to harm 


Karamanlis, and he sasd there 1s no such thing But ac- 
tually there 1s such thing | told thes io then ambassador 
recently. 

(Suspected Greek plans to double terntonal water lumuts 
to) 12 miles is an issue of extreme concern for us. it 
will be an adventure for them ‘o attempt to clash with 
Turkey in any way. On the Cyprus issuc, it 1s necessary 
to change the negotiation process. | told thes to UN. 
Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghah:. and saxd what's 
needed was some secret diplomacy. It is not possiba ~* 
solve this problem through talks conducted before the 
public 


Muttiiateral. Murti-dimrnsioaal Foreign Policy 


After all this, | want to say this. Turkish foreign policy 


has changed. it is sow 2 transparent policy showing 
care for mutual benefits-—a mult-dimensional and a 


multtateral policy Turkey should not be ex uried from 


maintain its good rianoms with Russia will 
ee ee ee 
po tage te tytn doe 


Turkey should also keep its attention on the Turkmens 


could return to thew land after such a long tome, it 1s not 
an outcome of war, but is a victory for peace. This is a 


golden opportunity Everyone should make good use of 
u 


interview in A YDINLIK 


NCO9OS120595 Istanbul AYDINLIK in Turkish 
6 May 9S pp 12-13 


[Interview with President Suleyman Demure! by Hasan 
Valcia and Hike. Cicek in Ankara’ date not given] 
[PBIS Translated Text] [AYDINLIK] — The public 
noted your statement that “*he West is trying to impose 
the Sevres Treaty” on Turkey. Turkey launched a 
national lberaton war when the Sevres Treaty was first 
placed on the agenda. Is Turkey launching a similar 
process today” Will there be a need for a new liberation 
war’ 


[Demure!} No. The banner headlines were construed 
based on my words | cannot say how much these banner 
headlines refiect what | said. But this is what | want 
to say: The cast of the Euphrates [northern Iraq} is ine 
pount at issue un the Sevres Treaty. According to Turkey, 
the West is asking for rights for the people in the cast 
of the Euphrates. something that would lead to division. 
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{[AYDINLIK] Is this your personal conviction? Is it 
your conviction that recognizing these rights will lead 
to division? 


{Demirel} I am in favor of the Turkish Republic 
remaining a unitary state. That is the basis of my 
oath. Also, as a Turkish citizen | am of the same 
opinion. The Turkish Republic remaining a unitary 
state benefits everyone, regardless of their racial and 
religious identity, for if Turkey’s indivisible unity, that 
is, its territorial integrity, is violated, something I cannot 
contemplate, then Turkey will be dragged into many 
difficulties. It will descend into chaos. The Turkish 
people will not consent to that. 


Policies at the Foundations of the Republic 


[AYDINLIK] When the threat of Sevres appeared, 
Turkey was fullowing a different Kurdish policy during 
Mustafa Kemal’s time. In the initial constitutional 
documents he described Turkey as “the homeland of th: 
Turks and Kurds.” Dogu Perincek [leader of the Labor 
Party] submitted these documents to you. 


[Demirel] He [Mustafa Kemal] did but Mustafa Kemal 
Pasha lived for 15 years after uttering these words. 
After him the founders of the Republic continued to 
govern Turkey. Only non- Muslims are considered a 
minority in the Republic. The people of Turkey, those 
who consider themselves Kurds or fot, constitute this 
nation and jointly own this homeland and state. Now 
Turkey is sensitive to some movements that would 
disrupt this togetherness. It is justified in being sensitive. 
There must be a reason to wage a struggle for rights in 
Turkey. Here everybody is a first-class citizen. No one 
segregates people into Alawites, Sunnis, Circassian, or 
Kurds. If there is segregation then it is the State's duty 
to combat this. That duty will primarily fall on me. If 
no segregation exists then the people should not get 
irritated with the existing peace and comfort. No one 
should fall into a situation of groping for discipline, 
public order, supremacy of law, peace, and security after 
having created a power vacuum and chaos in Turkey. 


“Turkey Is Net an Invader" 


[AYDINLIK] Have the policies that are being followed 
not prepared the ground for the threat of division, even 
if it comes from the West? That is, have the policies 
pursued since 1923, and despite Ataturk, not slaced this 
danger of collapse on the agenda now? 


[Demirel] Today the people in Turkey have no com- 
plaints. That is, the citizen in Hakkari is not saying “! 
am displeased that I am a citizen of the Turkish Repub- 
lic.” A citizen residing in Hakkari is no different from 
one residing in Edirne. But particular ideas can be put 
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into the head of the citizen in Hakkari, transforming him 
from a person peacefully minding his business into an 
unhappy citizen alienated from the State and in search 
of other things. 


The Turkish Republic has not invaded the regions 
inhabited by the people calling themselves “Kurds.” And 
it is not an occupying power there. And it is not a 
case of Turke) destroying and seizing the land of any 
former state in the areas now controlled by the Turkish 
Republic. The same flag has flown over these areas 
for the past 1,000 years. The people are not unhappy 
living under the same flag. But the people can be made 
unhappy for the sake of having different flags; they can 
be pitted against each other. In my view what we should 
try to do in Turkey is to eliminate particular factors, if 
any exist, that prevent people from living like human 
beings under one flag. The solution does not rest in 
giving these people another flag simply becouse we have 
problems living under one flag. 


Some 15,000 Dead in 15 Years 


[AYDINLIK] Do you think particular democratic de- 
mands are also leading to this? 


[Demirel] No, never. 


[AYDINLIK] Do you fear the abrogation of Article 8 
{in the antiterror law] will increase this danger? 


[Demirel] No, I have no such fear. Blood is being shed 
in Turkey. Approximately 6,690 people, citizens and 
security officers, have died over the past 10 years. They 
are all the children of this country. The terrorists too are 
the children of this country. Though there are foreigners 
among thern, 99 percent of ther belong to this country. 
They are young people dragged in one direction; what 
they want is not various rights for the people living in 
the region. They state the following as their aim: “We 
will hoist a flag over these lands.” There is a state that 
owns those lands. Will it allow you to hoist that flag? 
Of course not. 


Even if some people say “let them have these lands,” 
the owners of this country, the indigenous people, will 
not allow it. The people should noi be pushed to express 
their disagreement. 

“I Am Not Saying Article 8 Should Not Be Lifted" 


[AYDINLIK] You were assessing these democratic 
rights and Article 8. 


[Demirel] 1 think Article 8 is not a problem. I do no. 
share the view that "The Turkish State will collapse if 
Article 8 is abolished.” I also do not share the view 
that “there will be no democracy in Turkey if Article 
8 remains.” What exists in England? Democracy. What 
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conscience. The issue is not one of all or nothing. 

Should Article 8 be abolished? Turkey has reached an 
extremely critical point in the struggle against terrorism. 
Article 8 should not be abolished if its abolition will hurt 
the fight against terrorism; or let it be abolished if in its 
place something else can be introduced to compensate. 


[Demirel] I am simply asking questions. The problem 
will eventually come before me. It will come before me 
whether or not it is abolished. It would be wrong for 
me to express any views now. That is why I cannot say 
whether Article 8 should or should not be abolished. 
What I am saying is this, and I have a single criterion 
here: Let there be no hitches in the struggle against 
anarchy. There is no problem if they assure us that there 
will be no such hitches, because there are already other 


[AYDINLIK] Do you think that in Turkey there is a 
section of society that collaborates with foreigners, as 
was the case during the war of liberation? At the time 
the press favored armistice [signed by the Ottoman 
Empire with the Allies} and the [U.S.] mandate. Do 
you sense any division within the public now as Turkey 
faces this situation? 

[Demirel] There is no division in general. No. There 
may be isolated cases, but in general Turkey is united; 
all its regions, east, west, north, and south, form a single 
entity. Today an important segment of the population 
Originating from the east is living in different places in 
Turkey. Everybody is happy with his life. Creating a 
{[AYDINLIK] Is there such a division inside the press, 
the mechanism that shapes public opinion? 
[Demirel] No, no. 

[AYDINLIK] Among intelligentsia? 

[Demirel] No, I see no division there either. Rather, | 
see unity. 

“What Were They Doing Four Years Ago?" 


[AYDINLIK] There is an increasingly tough campaign 
[by Mesut Yilmaz, leader of the main opposition Moth- 


do you assess that? What is the reason for that cam- 
paign? 
[Demirel] | do not know. I have nothing to say. 


[AYDINLIK] The campaign has been stepped up fol- 
lowing your [Latin American] tour and is being kept on 
the agenda. 

[Demirel] I do not know, I am sitting here. It is natural 
that I should be criticized for the services I am rendering 
here. If the criticism is leveled against my service here 
and if I consider the criticism important, then I reply. 
But if they are trying to challenge my remarks of four 
years ago then I would ask them where were they four 
years ago. Why did you say nothing at the time? If you 
said something then it means that the accounts have 
already been settled. One should ask them: Was it that 
you did not know the reply four years ago and you 
recalled it just now? That is why I do not want to enter 
into this debate. 

[AYDINLIK] I am not so much discussing ANAP’s 
campaign as the earlier criticism over your foreign 
visits. 

[Demirel] There is no such thing as my personal foreign 
visits. I represent the State.-It is not that | am visiting 
places simply because my heart desires. 


[AYDINLIK] Did your visit have anything to do with 
the Sevres issue we discussed earlier? 


[Demirel] No, no. My visits are planned by the State. It 
was programmed (wo years ago but was not carried out. 
Besides Turkey is pursuing a multidimensional policy. 
Turkey is a great and global state. Turkey cannot turn its 
back on any corner of the world. Turkey is everywhere. 
The world has shrunk and naturally Turkey will be 
everywhere. I took Turkey's flag with me. There will 
be people who say: Let us not stick our heads over our 
border. 


{[AYDINLIK] Is this is the nature of their criticism? 


[Demirel] I do not know. If that is the intention, then I 
would say it is wrong. If the intention is different then 
we should know it. 


Poised Hammer and Northern Iraq 


[AYDINLIK] You discussed the West's desire to cre- 
ate chaos in Turkey and those who hanker after Sevres. 
In yesterday's statement you referred to French Foreign 
Minister Juppe’s attitude in questioning Turkey's uni- 
tary state structure. If in addition to that we recall your 
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[Demirel] It is not easy to link so many things together. 
It looks a bit like preconception. I think that all these 
elements should be taken up separately. The West, that 
is, some people, writers, intellectuals, and diplomats in 
the West, have assumed a position that is injurious to 
the unitary state in Turkey. We think this attitude is 
injurious to the unitary state. We smell Sevres whenever 
the unitary state is injured. For us, our sensitivity may 
be justified. It may be that others may find us to be 
unduly sensitive. But in the final analysis it is our life 


in abeyance far too long and its failure to search for 
peace with the leaders in northern Iraq created a power 
vacuum there. 


[AYDINLIK] Following the latest operations, Turkey 
held a series of meetings with the West. It even held 
talks with the United States. But it never held talks on 
a similar level with Iraq. Should it not have held such 
talks? 


[Demirel] No, there is no Iraq there. It has abandoned 
that place. How and when it was abandoned... 
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{[AYDINLIK] Do you mean that place is like an 
American land? 

[Demirel] No. 

The problem will last 50 or 100 years 


[AYDINLIK] Is there any plan to invite Iraq to the 
foreign ministers meeting in the coming days, to the 
meeting among Iran, Syria, and Turkey? 
[Demirel] | do not think so. 


{[AYDINLIK] Iran is making such demands, whereas 
Turkey... 


[Demirel] I do not think Iraq will be invited now. Maybe 
after the next meeting. Why? Because northern Iraq is 
as yet an unhealed abscess. Any inclination or sign of 
a move to set up an independent state in northern Iraq 
will also worry Iraq, Iran, and Syria. Such a problem 
will take 50 or 100 years to solve. 


{[AYDINLIK] Is this what the West wants? Is the 
establishment of a Kurdish state there the real plan? 


[Demirel] It is for now. When we say the West let us not 
imply everybody. They [reference to press articles and 
editorials} speak of “a nation [Kurds] without a state,” 
and the existence of 25 million people. They say these 
people do not have a state here and wrote articles on it. 


“Turkey Should Have Stayed Loager in Northern 
Iraq” 

[AYDINLIK] Did the latest operation achieve its aim 
from this perspective? 

[Demirel] It did. 


[AYDINLIK] You were envisaging a longer period. 


[Demirel] My approach was not linked with the clean- 
up operation there. But what are they talking about? 
We are withdrawing from that place, are we not? Now 
we are withdrawing from that place, but it will again 
be filled. No one understood what I was saying. I am 
against the place being filled. Turkey could have hung 
around there. 


[AYDINLIK] But now with U.S. pressure... 

[Demirelj Everybody's pressure, inside and outside. 
Truly, there are many stoking the fire, shouting and 
asking “what we are doing in somebody else's land.” 
Think, why should someone shout such a thing? 
[AYDINLIK] Is it mere thoughtlessness? 

[Demirel] Yes, everybody fell upon me. We have now 


withdrawn. But the place will be filled [by guerrillas] in 
three months. We will then act accordingly. We could 
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do what we did again but the world will again rise up 
against us. That is why | thought that if we stayed a 
bit longer nobody else would come in. But a thousand 
aa re 
or something similar 


Let the Retirement Bil Come to me; I know What 
te do With it 


{[AYDINLIK] On coming to power you annulled the 
ANAP bill raising the age of retirement. Now the 
age of retirement is being raised further. If it passes 
parliament the bill will come before you. What will be 
your approach? 

[Demirel] 1 will look into the reason for doing it. I 
cannot say without seeing the reasons. We lowered 
the retirement age because we saw the state had too 
many employees and we wanted to reduce the number 
of civil servants by retiring some by protecting their 
rights. Today the state is facing a major problem. One 
is interest payments and the other personne! payments. 
This is cating up 60 to 70 percent of the budget. Nothing 
much remains. That was the objective. It is related to 
actuaries. I must first see it. 


[AYDINLIK] A recent study reveals that 60 is the 
average age of mortality. 

[Demirel] I will look into it when the bill is placed 
before me. 

{[AYDINLIK] What is your approach? 

[Demirel] I will look into it once it comes before me. 
[AYDINLIK] Perhaps you would like to say something 
to the workers? We are the workers’ press instrument. 


[Demirel] I am the protector of the people here. As | 
said I must study the issue. I must learn the reasons 
Iran: “Anyone Asking for Something That 
Concerns our Neighbors Should Be Careful" 
{[AYDINLIK] Clinton asked for an embargo to be 
imposed on Iran too. He called others to join in the 
embargo. What will Turkey do in this case? 
[Demirel] He has asked for nothing from Turkey. 


[AYDINLIK] But in general there is such a call and it 
will be placed before you as well. 


[Demirel] No. The call is a general one. I do not think 
anything will be asked of Turkey. After all, Turkey is 
a neighbor of Iran. Anyone asking for anything from 
Turkey against its neighbors should be very careful, 
because Turkey stands to gain nothing if, without 
reason, it is made an enemy of its neighbors. There is no 
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benefit in Turkey becoming an enemy of its neighbors 
without reason. 


{[AYDINLIK] But it happened in the case of Iraq due 
to pressure from outside. 


[Demirel] The Iraqi issue was a world event. Besides, 
there was reason for it. A state was being wiped out 
with the use of force. It was against international law. 


Now I will give you a file on parliament's foreign affairs 
activities between | January and May. 


{[AYDINLIK] Does this file inspire you with optimism 
or does it present a pessimistic picture? 

[Demirel] No, no. There is no such thing as optimism 
or pessimism, there is simply a picture. This picture has 
a good and a not-so-good side. That is what a state is. 
That is, the state’s record is not 100 percent good or 
bad. But there is a state in Turkey that functions. This 
state has its institutions and vitality. There may be times 
when it looks unkempt. There are occasions when we 
say that is how it should be. There are times when we 
say it has caught a cold. 

[AYDINLIK] How do you see the situation now? What 
illness is Turkey suffering? 

[Demirel] The State has arms, legs, knees, eyes, and a 
heed. . 


{[AYDINLIK]} You once said: “They are cutting off our 
leg.” Has the State been placed on the operating table? 


[Demirel] (laughing) If the whole body is in pain the 
leg will not feel a separate pain. 


{[AYDINLIK] Is Turkey on the operating table? Thank 
you. [as published] 


Ankara TV Interview 


TA1005144295 Ankara Show Television in Turkish 
1945 GMT 8 May 95 


[Interview with President Suleyman Demirel by corre- 
spondent Mehmet Ali Birand, from the "32d Day” pro- 
gram in Kemer, Antalya -— live] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Passage omitted] [Birand] 
Sir, does the West want to divide us? Does it want to 
revive the Treaty of Sevres? 

[Demirel] | believe that this issue is being taken in 
certain meaningless directions. Turkey is extremely 
sensitive about its indivisible unity. Before we start 
discussing whether there is such a threat, let us look at 
the oath the president takes as cited in the Constitution. 
The president takes his oath on the indivisible unity 
of Turkey, with its state and country. He swears to 
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protect the indivisible unity of Turkey’s state, country, 
and nation. When they take their oath, the new members 
of parliament also say the same thing. In other words, 
there is the issue of protecting Turkey's unity. Whether 
or not other countries have the same problem is another 
matter. Turkey is very sensitive about this issue; it still 
suffers from the complex of having had the Ottoman 
Empire divided up and given away. 

After the Ottoman Empire was parcelled away, our re- 
public emerged bounded by the borders of the National 
Pact. However, the republic emerged as a result of the 
Lausanne Treaty, because the part that was given to 
Turkey after the Ottoman Empire was divided up was 
only a small part of Anatolia. Turkey did not agree to 
that and tore up the Sevres Treaty. Then the current 
Turkish Republican State was established. 


[Birand] Is the Sevres Treaty facing us again? 


[Demirel] Twenty-five states emerged from the collapse 
of the Ottoman Empire. Two states could not be 
established: An Armenian state and a Kurdish state. 
There is, indeed, an Armenian state in the Caucasus. 
However, if you look at Armenian maps, you will 
see that they are different, that they encompass six 
provinces. It is not our fault if we are sensitive about 
these things. Furthermore, Article 68 of the Sevres 
Treaty talks about the area east of the Euphrates. It says 
the people who live there Will hold a plebiscite a year 
later, and if they want to establish a separate state, they 
will do so. 


Under the present conditions, would the West tell us 
that it wants to revive the Sevres Treaty? No, it would 
not. However, Turkey's leaders must become suspicious 
of certain signs and take measures to prevent certain 
dangers from becoming threats. 
[Birand] What West are you talking about? The West is 
a large concept. Are we suspicious of their government? 
Do the governments have a policy of dividing Turkey 
and reviving Sevres? Or is it the parliaments, the press? 
[Demirel] Nobody would come out and say we want 
to divide Turkey and revive Sevres. If this is said 
publicly, that means we are very late anyway. Turkey's 
sensitivity about its indivisible unity is its own affair. 
By their oath, the Turkish leaders undertake to prevent 
the dangers against Turkey's indivisible unity from 
becoming threats. 

[Birand] You are saying that this is your duty. 
[Demirel] When I say the West, I do not mean everyone. 


Look at the Western media, at their 5 ats, or at 
the people in the street. 
[Birand] Which one is more importar mu? 
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[Demirel] They are all important for me, because 
ultimately, the media and the people in the street 
influence parliaments, and they, in turn, influence the 
governments. How do these elements view the disaster 
of terrorism dangling over Turkey? It is Turkey's 
universal right to fight terrorism. It is the duty of all 
the countries to support this right. 


[Birand] Since I believe that nobody even remembers 
Sevres in Europe, are we not putting ideas into the 
Europeans’ heads? 

[Demirel] The name does not have to be Sevres. If the 


aim and the direction are those of Sevres, it does not 
matter whether the name is Sevres or something else. 


[Birand) Do we have any specific intelligence about 
this? 

[Demirel] Of course not, but what is the need for 
intelligence? Look at what is happening everyday. It 
is happening in Europe everyday. Where does this 
come from? Turkey has been faced with the disaster 
of terrorism for the past 10 years. Three young girls 
were killed as a result of terrorism in Istanbul only a 
few days ago. Two were seventeen; one was sixteen. 
A total of 1,200 soldiers, policemen, teachers, and 
village guards were martyred by terrorism last year. 
Terrorism killed 1,300 people, including 9-month-old 
babies and 90-year-old grandmothers, mostly Kurdish- 
speaking people, last year. Last year, we incurred a loss 
of 2,500 people. This disaster continues. The Turkish 
Republican State is extremely sensitive about it and is 
obliged to be sensitive about it, because the Turkish 
Republican State must protect its borders. It must 
protect its land and people. How does Europe, or the 
West, see this? I am not going to list the countries 
because they might feel hurt. How does the West — 
countries we have been calling the West for a long 
time — view this? The Western countries admit that the 
Turkish Republican State has the right to fight terrorism. 
However, that is not the only thing they say. Let me 
explain. This terrorism business is seen in many places 
in Europe and even in Latin America — where we 
recently visited — as follows: It is as if there were 
an oppressed people in Turkey, and an armed liberator 
group was fighting for these people. The Westerners 
think: What can these poor and helpless people do? This 
group Carries out their struggle. 


[Birand] Is it in the interest of the West to think like 
that? 


[Demirel] That is another matter. 


{Birand] You always say that a democratic and secular 
Turkey is in the interest of Europe. 
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[Demirel] There is a de facto situation. It is another 
matter whether or not it is in the West's interest. At 


I want to explain something to you and to 
citizens. The West has come to link the fight against 
terrorism and what it calls the Kurdish issue. The 
has been doing this for the past two years. The 
says to us: Yes, we understand your struggle against 
terrorism, but you cannot solve this problem through 


Naturally, parliaments and governments are influenced 
by the media and by these anti- Turkish currents. 


[Birand] Then, why is the West trying to admit us to 
the Customs Union [CU]? If the West is trying to divide 


Turkey... 

[Demirel, interrupting] Europe is a dynamic mechanism. 
It is not that one person says something in Europe and 
all the rest follow. Let me quote to you: We 
do not support the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] in 
any way. We are opposed to terrorism and separatism. 
We believe that Turkey’s unitary state structure might 
be the source of terrorism. I repeat, we believe that 
Turkey's unitary state structure might be the source of 
terrorism. We do not think that military measures can 
completely solve the problem, because bans lie at the 
basis of separatism. We believe that granting the Kurds 
the minority right developed by the Council of Europe 
[COE] might eliminate the unrest. We believe that in 
this way support for terrorism might be eliminated, that 
it is not contrary to the idea of citizenship to belong to 
a minority group, and that it would be useful to start 
a public debate about granting minority rights to the 
Kurds in Turkey. 

This was said by the COE secretary general on 24 
January 1995. I listen to such things everyday. | am 
up to the ears in that. If you ask how they dare come 
and tell me this, I will tell you that they say this in 
Europe too, and they say it to everyone. 


My answer to them is as follows: There were two ethnic 
groups in the region who could not establish the own 
states: the Kurds and the Armenians. Under Articles 62 
and 68 of the Sevres Treaty, they were given the right 
to establish their own states. However, the Lausanne 
Treaty eliminated this possibility. The Turks and the 
Kurds struggled hand in hand to get the Lausanne Treaty 
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signed. The Kurds refused to be defined as a minority 
in the Lausanne Treaty. They preferred the status of 
co-founding partners of the Turkish Republic. Today, 
the Kurds maintain their position as equal co-founders 
of the state. There are citizens from other origins 
in Turkey. Granting a minority status to our citizens 
of other origins would irrevocably damage Turkey's 
existing stability and unity. 

I tell them that from the day it was established, 
the Turkish Republic was a part of Europe, that the 
country is going through a difficult period of threats to 
domestic security, and that what is being done is merely 
protecting the country’s unity. 

Is not Turkey's domestic security under threat today? 
{Birand] Of course. 


[Demirel] Is not Turkey's indivisible unity under threat? 
Now, the West is telling us to grant the Kurds minority 
rights. In other words, when the Westerners tell us 
[passage illegible]. Are they not cutting the branch they 
are sitting on? 


[Demirel] I do not know. I am telling you the de facto 
situation. What do I care what happens to the other 
when I am hurt? What do I care if the other thinks of 
his own interests or not? Let me put it frankly: As the 
president, | am extremely troubled, because youths are 
being killed in my country everyday, soldiers as well 
as terrorists. The terrorists are also the children of this 
country. The country is now full of martyrs cemeteries. 
Their pain is my pain, and it is | who must think of 
a solution. The West is telling us that we cannot solve 
this problem through military measures, that we must 
grant them minority rights. We explain to the West that 
the Kurds are the owners of the entire country today. 
Granting them minority status, the status of second- 
class citizens, would take us im other directions, such 
as autonomy, federation, and then secession 


[Birand] French Foreign Minister Juppe told you the 
same thing. Then the French Foreign Ministry issued 
a Statement saying that Juppe had said no such thing. 
Obviously it is you we believe. What is the truth? 

[Demirel] It is not my problem whether you believe me 
or not. However, | am the president of the Turkish Re- 
public. While trying to damage me, do not damage the 
presidency of the Turkish Republic. Nor am I seeking 
anybody's mercy. | would protect the presidency, let 
me say it frankly. Only, | cannot get into arguments as 
I would like to. | am extremely unhappy about that. | 
am a person who knows how to conduct an argument, 
but I do not want to engage in polemics or demagogy. 
I was, however, subjected to extremely harsh and lowly 
attacks. | could have been asked about this, and | could 
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have explained. Now, you are asking me, and | am ex- 
plaining. | did not explain anything since then because | 
saw that the criticism was very prejudicial and | wanted 
to observe how far it would go. 

This is what happened: The European troika arrived in 
Turkey on 23 March. What I am holding here is the 
official protocol regarding our meeting. | cannot release 
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what the person sitting opposite me is saying. | have to 
assess what was said before and after, as well as what is 
in the minds of these people. This is what they said: In 


[Birand] Are these the minutes recorded by the Foreign 
Ministry? 
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people, its borders, and its territory. Turkey is a unitary 
country, and it will remain so. Turkey cannot be divided 
by 

I infer a meaning from al! these conversations. When- 
ever the word political is mentioned, the question of 
[Birand] As you ned J leimmed thet 
Turkey's character as a unitary state is the problem. 
All this would not have happened if Turkey was not a 
unitary state. 

[Demirel] He need not have said this in so many words. 
He may have implied it. I said that Turkey is a unitary 
state and that it will remain so. Why did I say this? 
[Birand] You are saying that he said one thing but he 
actually meant something cise. 

[Demirel] | am the one who conducted the conversation 
and the argument. The remarks were addressed to me. 
What right does anyone have to summarize or interpret 
remarks addressed to me? Turkey is a unitary state, and 
it will remain so. 

This is what I said in conclusion: Our friends do 
not describe the incidents in Turkey as terrorism and 
separatism. What is terrorism? You characterize the 
incidents in Turkey as terrorism while calling for rights 
to be granted to the Kurds. You want minority rights 
to be granted to them and ask us to adopt political 
measures. This is tantamount to destroying the unitary 
and when you say that you support the struggle against 
terrorism and follow your statement with a conditional 
This is what I said in my letter to Freach President 
Mitterrand on | February 1994. 

[Birand] According to what you explained, Juppe may 
not have said such a thing. 

[Demirel] This is what he meant. At least, this is what 
1 understood. Juppe can declare that this is not what 
he meant. This is how | understood it. Can you say 
anything against that? 

[Birand] In that case, maybe your message was misin- 
terpreted in the press. 

[Demirel] My message is clear. | am not reading frm 
a paper word by word. The argument over what he vid 
or did not say... 

[Birand, interrupting) Juppe will now become prime 
minister, following the election of Chirac in France. 


[Demirel] It does not matter what he will become. | 
think of my own country first. | am thinking of my 
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leader Erbakan calls them the devil. We are confused. 


[Dernirel] You should not be confused. Above all, trust 
yourselves. Furthermore, what you are obliged to defend 
is your Own country, your own state, your own flag, and 
your own borders. There are attempts to seize a part of 
your territory and hoxst a flag there. Some people view 
the struggle against those who wish to horst their flag 
on these territories as the Turkish state's oppression of 
certain people and as an armed struggic agaist these 
oppressed people 

[Birand) This is where our paths diverge. Turkey and 
the West follow different roads. 
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[Demirel] No, your paths do not diverge. You should 
try to explain things to the West and to those who hold 
this view. You can say: We are in great difficulty, and 
we are waging a legal struggic. This is our nght. Do not 
misunderstand us. 

I am not saying that Turkey should become detached 
from the West. On the contrary. Anyway, what we 
call Europe today is not a geographical region; it is a 
collection of values. Should | applaud the West, which 
claims that Turkey should not be admitted into the CU 
because of grave human nghts violations? 


[Demirel] Today's order is characterized with efforts to 
undermine Turkey's entrance into CU. 

[Birand] Are we faced with a plot? 

[Demirel] That is exactly what | have been saying to 
my people. 

[Birand] You mean to say that Turkey is faced with a 
plot. 

[Demirel] Yes, Turkey is faced with a plot. What the 
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in this interview. Mr. Demirel is a person who is fully 
aware of what is on the country’s agenda. Actually, such 
a crowd of jourpalists would not have gathered here if 


also opposed the duration of the operation launched in 
northern Iraq. Al some point, are we not encouraging 
this approach by statements, which were uttered by 


of the 
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fact that it was uttered by a Turkish president. Don't 
you think statements such as these undermine Turkey? 
[Demirel] No. Ve would be harming ourselves if we 
could not eliminate terrorism from the country's agenda 
this year. Turkey has a problem and it is terrorism. 
[Birand] Don’t you think Turkey has succeeded in 
eliminating terrorism from its agenda? 
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who have settled in its mountains. We urge them to 
surrender. We tell them that they, who are so young, 
should surrender because they belong to this country 
and it is a pity that they kill and get killed. They cannot 
defeat the Turkish state Once again today, | call upon 
them to surrender. On the one hand, we have the soldier 
and the policeman, who try to protect the regional 
people, and on the other, we have these armed men who 
kill innocent people and martyr soldiers, policemen, and 
teachers. That is why the state is definitely right. A state, 


which does not protect its people and borders, cannot 
be considered a state. 

[Birand) What you said to Kinkel regarding withdraw- 
ing from the region within a year was true then? 
[Demire!] Yes, we withdrew from the region but tomor- 
row the region may fill up again. 

[Birand)] Does that mean that Turkey will intervene once 
more in the event that the vacated region fills up once 
more? 


[Demirel] What can we do in the event that the region 
fills up again? 


a aries 


[Demirel] No, this issue is not over yet. I will explain 
to you why this issue is not over yet: Let us say that 
there were close to 2,500-3,000 people in that region and 
that approximately 555 of them were killed according 
to official sources. Security officials estimate that there 
were approximately 1,000 casualties. This icaves us 
with another 2,000, who probably moved to other places 
and who are probably returning to the vacated region 
now. 


[Birand] Is the Turkish Army still in the region? 


[Demirel] The Turkish Army withdrew from the region 
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[Birand] Do you mean that a Turkish Army unit 
[Demirel] The Turkish Army withdrew from the border, 
which is 1,800-2,000 meters high on the Cilo Moun- 
tains. We sought to make this border impenetrable three 
years ago but it was an impossible feat. 

[Birand] You said then that redefining the borders is 
necessary. 

[Demirel] I said no such thing. What I said was that this 
border is wrong. Let somebody stand up and say that 
this border is right. 

[Birand] What you said was that redefining borders is a 
necessit y. 

[Demirel] What I say is that this border is wrong and 
that it should be redefined. I also say that this cannot be 
accomplished today. | am not saying that borders should 
be redefined by the use of force. 


[Birand] The fact is that what you, as the President, say 
has more serious connotations. 


[Demirel] What do you want me to say? | tell my people 
the truth. 


{Birand] According to you then, the border has to be 
redefined. 


[Demirel] Yes, the border has to be redefined but not in 

a one-sided way and with the use of force. 

[Birand] Do you mean together with Iraq? 

[Demirel] With the concerned state. 

[Birand] Do you think Iraq will undertake such a thing? 

[Demirel] What Iraq will undertake is another matter. 

It can undertake such a move this year, next year, or in 

10 years. This issue will not end. 

[Birand] Do you mean that Iraq will undertake such a 

move only after it is pushed into a corner? 

[Demirel] No, this is not the issue at all. Rational 

solutions can be reached through peaceful methods. Isn‘t 

it a pity that Turkey's youth is getting killed in those 

mountains. 

[Birand] Absolutely, there is not doubt about that. 

However, how do you think people will react when a 
dent talks af — bord 

[Demirel] The people will react in two differem ways: 

They will cither consider it necessary or not. 

[Birand] If you ask my opinion, | also think it is 

necessary. 

[Demirel] If you say it is necessary... 
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[Birand, interrupung} But what | say does not have the 
same impact. It is only when you say it that it becomes 
very important. 

[Demirel] You can say whatever you want. I do not tell 
everything, I only tell what is necessary. 
[Birand] That is? 


[Demirel] I propose the issue of redefining borders to 
both the Turkish and the world public opimon. I would 
like to add that there is no state in northern Iraq today. 
One more thing, the reason for all this situation is the 
Gulf crisis. 


[Birand] Should Turkey not have participated in the 
Gulf crisis? 


[Demirel] The question is not wheth-r Turkey should 
or should not have participated in the Gulf crisis. 
Turkey's participation is inevitable in the event of a Gulf 
emerged and formed a coalition against Iraq. In August 
1981, then U.S. President Bush arrived in Turkey and I 
conferred with him at the Ciragan Hotel. I said to Bush: 
Yes, you have solved the issue of Kuwait but created 
another one; the Iraqi issue, which is more important 
than the Kuwait issuc. Iraq faced the danger of being 
divided into three parts. One the one hand, nobody lifts a 
finger when there are efforts to establish a Kurdish state 
in nosthern Iraq; on the other, there are flare ups inside 
Turkey against its president for wanting to redefine the 
borders, where Turkey's youth is getting killed. This is 
incomprehensible. 

[Birand] According to you, can the borders be rede- 
fined? 


[Demirel] The issue of redefining borders is not a 
current issuc. Political issues have a past, a present, and 
a future. We have no desires to acquire territory that 
belongs to another country. This issue can be resolved 
peacefully and | believe that it will be when the time is 
npe. 

[Birand] You said that this view of yours was commu- 
cated to the United S 

[Demirel] | express my views openly; not officially, but 
unofficially | tell my views to everybody. Actually, my 
unofficial statements can be considered official. | said 
these things a long time ago. 

[Birand] It was said that your views were not transmitted 
to the United States. 

[Demirel] Is it enough for you if I say that |, myself, 
told the United States. | have told the Americans, the 
British, the journalists, whoever passed my way. It is 
not absolutely necessary that | tell Clinton. 
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[Birand] Is there not a communication problem? What 
you Say is interpreted in various ways. 

[Demirel] Yes, it is possible. This is unfortunate for me 
bocause I am difficult to compreherd. 

[Birand] We will discuss democratization now and 
Demirel’s name come first in connection with this is- 
suc, however, in various approaches. Our viewers most 
wonder about your statements regarding democratiza- 
tion, which are interpreted as endorsing it at one instant 
and as opposing it at others. It is as though we are faced 
with two different persons. 


[Demirel] 1 said earlier that my words are difficult 


politics is concerned. The conditions governing politics 
change all the time and it is said that a week in politics 
is a long time. 


wrong to abolish Arucie 8 on the grounds of clamms that 
the fight against terrorism has deteriorated. What | say 
ts that Arucle 8 should not be linked to democratization. 
Democracy will reign in Turkey regardless of Articie 8. 
Turkey has an elected parliament and a free judiciary 
and elechons. Does it mean that all these institunons will 
not function in the event that Article 8 is not abolished? 


[Birand} No. 

[Demirel] Let us explain this issue more rationally. 
[Birand] Do you think A:‘icle 8 should be abolished or 
not? 


{Demirel} Article 8 can be abolished. 
[Birand] But, you do not say that it should be abolished. 


[Demirel] Why should I say that? Article 8 can be 
abolished but if abolishing Article 8 will weaken the 
fight against terrorism then another item should be 
appended to some other artucle. 


[Birand] What you mean is that one item from onc 
arucle should be transferred to another. 


[Demirel] No, that is aot true. You should not build 
everything around Article 8. All those who want Article 
8 to be abolished and those who do not are democratic 


people. 


[Birand] People in Turkey do not overtly express their 
thoughts. 


|Demure!| Do you think that people do not express the 
thoughts in Turkey? 


[Birand| Well, some people have difficulties in express- 
ing thew thoughts. 

[Demirel] This is not truc, everybody expresses their 
thoughts in Turkey and nobody interferes except when 
these thoughts aim a undermining Turkey. As you 
realize, thes issue 1s Con-ected to the terntonal integrity 
of Turkey and Turke’ 1s very sensitive regarding this 
issue. Can you really say that the territorial imtegrity of 
Turkey 1s not a problem? Let us then hold a referendum. 
Let us take the oprmon of the people. Abolishing Article 
8 will not have too much meaning as long as the issuc 
of Article 14 of the Constitution is not resolved. The 
real issue, the key factor is Article 14. 


[Birand] What are your views as president. as Suleyman 
Demirel, 2s someone who has so much experience in 
democracy, and as someone who has expenenced coups 
and incidents? 
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[Demirel] The concept of more democracy should be 
explained to everybody so that it is better understood. 
More democracy cannot be considered democracy if it 
is directed at undermining Turkey's territorial integrity. 
That is what certain circles want. 

{Birand) What I mean 1s noi thai people will engage in 
overt propaganda aiming to divide Turkey. 

[Demirel] This is exactly what | mean. Short of that, 
nothing is done to anybody. | addressed the parliament 
on | September 1994... 


[Birand, interrupting} Is Yasar Kemal telling people to 
take up arms? 


[Demurel] it is meaningless to discuss here what Yasar 
Kemal says. Anyway, what he said is im the hands of 


a line between the two should be found. 
[Birand} Have you been able to find that line? 
[Demirel] Yes, | have. The US. Supreme Court ruled... 
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